
7 - 3 = 4 

Subtraction at WBIS – Stage One 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

   

Skill – Subtract 1-digit numbers within 20 
Key Vocabulary and Questions 
take away, less, leave, first, then, now, 

How many have gone?, How many are left?, How many less is … than…?, How many fewer is … than…? 

Drawings of objects, eg: shapes 

Drawings of objects, eg: shapes 

7 

3 4 
4 

First               Then               Now 

Drawings of objects, eg: shapes 

Remove real objects, eg: counters, 
unifix, bears 

First               Then               Now 

Real objects, eg: counters, unifix, bears 

4 



14 - 6= 8 

14 

Subtraction at WBIS – Stage Two 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 
 

     
 

Skill – Subtract 1 and 2-digit numbers to 20 
Key Vocabulary and Questions 

Subtract, take away, less, leave, minus, difference, first, then, now, regroup 

How many have gone?, How many are left?, How many less is … than…?, How many fewer is … than…? 

Real objects, eg: 
counters, unifix, 
numicon, dienes. 
Regrouping or 

exchange if needed 

Drawings of objects, eg: shapes 
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65 - 28 = 37 

Subtraction at WBIS – Stage Three 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 
   

Skill – Subtract 1 and 2-digit numbers to 100 
Key Vocabulary and Questions 

Subtract, take away, less, leave, minus, difference, first, then, now, regroup, exchange 

How many have gone?, How many are left?, How many less is … than…?, How many fewer is … than…? 

65 

28 37

Drawings of dienes in 
place value chart. 

Can also use drawings of 
place value counters 

Using dienes in place 
value chart. 

Can also use place value 
counters 
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